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otherwiſe in above nine Years. 


The Figures curiouſly Engraved on Copper Plates, 
Pulchrum eſt Digito Monſtrari & Di- 
cier hic A , * Perfrus 


— — 


LONDON, 
Printed for P. Back, at the fign of the Temple 
near the Inner- Temple-Gate in tleet-Birew, 1658. 


A 


——_— 


y_—_— 


Cr) 


— rs. 
—— 


Digiti-Lingua : 
O R 
The moſt compendious co- 
pious, facile, and 'ſegrer 
way ot filent Converſc 
eycr yet diſcovered. 


"FF Aving been obliged (thro' 
ment”) to theſe, or ſome ſuch 
like-methods of Converſe; : for 


now: near ten years laſt paſt, 1 


have diverſe: times ended 
to render the!way: of expreſſion 
| A 2 more 


C2) 
more facile, and leſs burthen- 
ſome to the memory, as well as 
more bricf and copious both in 
reſpect of time in which a word 
may be expreſſed, and alſo of 
the figurative: lectors which rc- 
preſent a word ; and having now 
(in my own judgment} brought 
it to as convenient a period as 
7 wall can, 1 here preſent the 
Werld with «: To whole cen- 
farc 'or approbation 1 leave it. 
I am {enlible there hath of late 
been publiſhed a pretty picce of 
Ingenuty, 1n Sn 
bilis, wherein the Author gndſr- 
takes (by his Book I mean)-.to 
learn a perſon, io as to be icapd- 
ble: zo diſcover | his mind-1 to fads 
Miſtrels, or his Fricnd, and re- 
quircs but {ax haurs time for ap- 
| | Pre- 


$ 


J- 


CY 
prehenſion, In whuch time 7 
eruly belicyc it may be done, and 
maſt own it as my 0VN private 
opmion, that few people would 
haye payence to fit fix hours $0+ 
gether, upon no other bulinels, 
than purcly io Iicarn an Alphar 
bes. 


The reaſon why 1 judge aw 
method more facile in attamiogs 
and!Ic6 burchcnſame to the wne- 
mary, is, becauſe mn matters of 
ſmall moment, ' «© axe nothing 
ſcems to affect the memory more 
than fight ; Now the Gerademan 
having conerived' molt of the 
Conſenants abous the bitad -, 
which the perfon expecting gan 
never ſec, there mult cempmply 
be fore ſmall ice allowed for 
I that Noſe -bogzns 


with 


| (4) 
with (n) Mouth with (m) and 
ſo of the reſt ; whereas theſe Al- 

of mine, depending on- 
y on the two hands, the perſon 
learning ſecs every ſignificative 


_ figure he makes; the often fee- 


ing of which, as well as the of- 
tea doing ſo, greatly helps to- 
wards impteſſing it on the me- 
mory. 

Neither do 1 perceive how 
this Gentleman makes his Alpha» 
bet more difhcult to an indiffe- 
rent perſon, by pointing to two 
ſeveral places for one letter, ſince 
his gencral rule is, that, that part 
of the Head or Body repreſents 
ſuch a letter as the name of ſuch 
part begins withal, he ſays, point 
to Arm-for ()'or to Elbow for 
(c)- and omir -pointing to the 
Thumb 


(5) 
Thumb and Fore-tinger forthoſe 
two vowels, render it more unin- 
telligible ro a third perſon; who 


—_— uainted with his Alphabets, 
which 1 


cannot apprehend, un- 
lefs he had defigned two other 


letters to be repreſented by the 
top of the Thumb and Fore-fin- 
ger ; becauſe, I ſay, pointing of- 
ten to the Arm (as in diſcourſe 
1s unavoidable) and not at all to 
the Thumb» any Perſon ( ob- 
ſerving his general rule) might 
perceive the mutation, and thete- 
by render it every whit as plam, 
as without alrcration, according 
to his inſtructions. I cannot bar 
believe (for the reaſon before 
given) It 1s calier by far to un- 
derſtand what is ſaid than to cx- 
prels it, if the ſeveral parts arc 
pointed 


(6) 
porhted co but ſlowly 4 and in" 
dccd | think his way wilt noc al- 
low of fo fwift an occular appre> 
henſon, ( unles a Man knows 
where his Eye may mect a Ler- 
tr) by reaſon of the diſtance 

of rhe parts pointed -to , as 
theſe Alphabers of nune where 
the Eyes are continually confin'd 
TO fo ſmall a compaſs as abour 
one hand, 

All that poſſibly can be done 
by che directions given in Sermo 
Mirabitis, may morc quick, tree, 
and cafily be done, by the Al- 
7 ne nar? erty and much 
more : For two perſons can nc- 
ver att by thoſe letters, 
try cr rye mr 
Hands, Head and Body ; and 
that pertctly 400, whereas. by 


my 
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(7) 
my Alphabers nothing is requi- 
__ bur the Hands, which in caſe 
of urgent necellny may be held 
over anothers Head, or the per- 
ſon thus exprefſing, may put 
his hands behind him, his Friend 
ſtanding at his back ; nay, abun- 
dred other conveniencies 
are, that Arms, Head and Body 
willnever admit of, which any 
perſon ufing theſe Alphabets wall 
ſoon diſcover, 

Howeycr, for more perſpicu- 
ous demonſtration ſake, I chink 
© may not be amis in this place 
to ſubjoyn a ſuppoſition or two, 
which when rightly apprehend- 
cd, will as wcll make way. for 
_ more of the hke narure, 

fupcriatively gonyince the un- 


nojudiced —_— that a 


(8) 


of this ſort yer publiſhed can 
juſtly claim a parity, with the 
Mcthods here laid down, in rc- 
ſpect of their ſecrecy, - pleaſure, 
and convenicncy. 

In the firſt place, therefore I 
will ſuppoſe an honourable and 
and agrecable contraction, of an 
inviolable friendſhip between two 
perſons, (whether of the ſame 

or diftcren Sex, I judge it not 
material ro my matter in hand to 
diſtinguiſh) who arc both very 
well verſcd in one or both of 
thcſe Alphabets, which many or 
moſt of their Friends and Ac- 
quaintance may diſcern ; and fo 
perhaps theſe rwo Friends, (tho' 
they know they can diſcourſe 
together» without any Fricnds 
underitanding, who I now fſup- 


poſc 


(9) 


poſe to be in company) vet be* 
cauſe they cannot do it without 
their knowledgetharthey are com- 
municating, they, out of a picce 
of breeding and gentility totally 
decline it, becauſe, tor a very 
truc reaſon (though a very ll 
onc, if the fame thing at the ſame 
ume may bear both thoſe con- 
trary Titles), wiz. The m—_—_ 
being 1gnorant- what the two 
Friends ſay, that troubleſome 
Fiend jcalouly,: may ſuggelt no- 
cent or diſhonourable imclinati- 
ons, (c{pecially, if of rwo difterent 
—_ .,when-1n reality it may 
only be a meer thought, a dight 
piece of raillery, or a thing, of 
n@-manncr- of: concern or ino- 
ment, But. ſbqze people arc fo 
eurledly bewnched, and by; this 
120 B 2 Foc 


(10) 
Foe to all Quietade, that they 
no ſooner perceive a whiſper but 
l, they proclaim-a Plot. 'Tis what 

| the fair Scx arc too often unde- 
il ſeryedly charged withal. Now 
W-fuch- jealous perſons were 1n 
company (as ſometimes may hap- 
pen) and either of the two trends 
any dependance upon them, | 
| think it great folly this way w 
1 diſoblige them, whuch may be a- 
voided, and one friend diſcloſe 
| his mind to the other, - without 
{ the leaſt percervance of any in 
1 company, by the uſe of ather of 
| theſe Alphabets , in this manner, 
i let the perſon to whom the other 

| is diſcloſing , but diſpoſe- one 

of his hands out of the company, 
118 as to be hid with his Hat, 'put 

behind tum, under a Table, 'or 
other- 


(11) 
otherwiſe, as conveniency beſt 
offers, 1o that the perſon about 
to diſcloſe ſtand or- ſit next him, 
or can well reach his hand with- 
out notice taken by-the Compa- 
ny : Complymg with this caur- 
on, one Friend may diſcover his 
mind to the other lh all the 
ſecrecy imaginable, by —_ 
the fame Figures on and 
his Frxnds hand, as he could 6 
his own hand if his Friend faw 
him, becauſe this way the Per- 
fon to whom ſpoke, apprechends 
as well in the dark by feeling, as 
if he faw the ſame Figures in 
the light, Thus im the moſt 
private manner, and by ſtcalth, 
can a man make aſl1ynation to 
meer his friend, promiſe to re- 
new a Vii, ask Counſel, give 
gf Ad. 


(12) 
Advice, @c. without the leaft 
ſuſpicion of the ſharpeſt oyer« 
looker , nay, one of the two 
friends may look a third perſon 
carneſtly in the face, as ſeemung 
intent on what diſcourſe \center- 
tains the Company, and indeed 
minds only what his filent friend 
and himſelf arc mutually con- 
verling about on cach others 
Fingers. I believe I have by 
this time furniſhed a witty head, 
with ways cnough to diſcloſe a 
ſecret as private as ſecrecy 1t- 
(clt. 

— Furthermore, any wo per- 
ſons may diſcourſe Riding - or 
Walking, and ſo that not to oe 
obſerved by any Perſons mecting 
or paſling by. 


Bur 


(13) 


But as a Crown to the con- 
yeniency and pleaſure in this way 
of Converſe, let me mention the 
facility in learning the method 
here delivered, which 1s cafily 
done in the ſpace of half ari 
hour, ordinarily while a Pipe is 
ſmoaking, or the Cloath taking 
away. And I can moſt truly at- 
firm I know ſome great perſons, 
who, aftcr this my manner, can 
expreſs any thing ſooner by their 
Fingers, than the moſt $kilful 
Arnuſt can by his Pen and 1nk, 
provided he write in words at 
length, 

I forbear to rclate any plea- 
{ant accidents happening by the 
uſe of theſe Alphabets, becauſe 1 
make uſc of them Tam Neceſſi- 
tate Quam Diverſtone, 

. Since 


(14) 

Since there is no word but is 
made up of one or more Vow- 
&, the Vowels conſequently © 
come about oftner than any five 
Conſonants, wherefore let the 
Thumb and Four fingers of the 
kft hand, rouched by the top of 
the Fore-finger of the right - 
hand, repreſent the five Vowels, ' 
aciou, viz. the top of the 
Thumb a. the Fore-finger c. the 
Middic-finger 1 the Ring-finger 
added Finger u. as by 
the Figure. 


The Conſonants are thus decipher d 
| The fore-finger nah . 


thumb of the left-handPB 
put together, 

The four fingers bent 
in towards the palm | 
the hand, 

The thumb and fore- 
finger of the letr-hand 
joyncd by the fore-tin-(D 
ger of the right-hand, 


The 


(16) 
The fore-finger of = 4 


right hand laid on the 
back of the FT fingers 
of the left hand, 
The two Filts joyned) G 

Draw the _— 
H 


| ofthe right hand quite 
along the middle of 


the lets hand, 
Touch the Nail of 


the middle cr.. oth, 1 conſon 
the lefc a *a 

Draw the fie hand). 

of the right 

quite along the . back 

of the Ictt hand, 

Lay the forc-tinger 

of the right hand, © 

= knuckles of the - 

elr, 


4; 
Put 3 fihgets mn the 
palm of the hand, 
Pur 2 fingers in the 
ſame manner, 


the righthand berween 
the fore and middle 


M 
N 


Put rhe forcsfinget of 
P 


finger of the left, 
Turn the top of the 
fore finger of the left 
hand to che bottom 


of the thaunb of the 


ſame hand, 


the right harid Rtm- 
circularly in che paln 
of the lefr, 

Encircle the thumb 
of the lefe hand with 
the fore-finger of the 
right, 


C 2 


Lay the fore fiiger : 


| 
*Q 


R 


: 


Touch 


T7 Þ 

Touch the fide of the 
left hand with the fore>T 
finger of the right, 
Touchthe nail of the 
lietle finger of the Ieft? U conſon. 
hand, 

Put two fingers on 
the little finger of aw 
left hand, 

Lay the 2 focr-fin-{yx 
gers acroſs, 

Touch the bottom of 


| the hand long ways{.y 
with the forc finger 

of the right hand, 

Make the figure of) | 
the letter mn the palm (z 


of the hand, 


Note 15r (WH) and (K.) lor the Hinger be 


bronahkt from the $hrrt where it bo S&E to the 


end of the direct Line within and without 
theFand. ' 


Place this inlage. 1. 


ht 


+ 


(19) 

Notwithſtanding I have fo 
largely and plainly deſcribed the 
form of cycry ſigmificativeFigure, 
I have, that the whole Alphaber 
might be viewed at once, cauſed 
theſe Figures to be here ſer in 
their Alphabetical Order, as may 
be percaved. 

Now nothing can be caficr, 
(when any perſon views the 
whole twenty fix Figures} than 
to make ſuch and fuch ſigns by 
his fingers at firlt fight, as { ac 
cording to thele rules) repreſcne 
ſuch and ſuch letters as make up 
the word he would cxprets, This, 
I ay, mult be as facile, as for a 
Skiltul Muſician to play off a 
Tune at fight, or as if, our of 
the rwenry fix letters, there lit- 
terally ſer over their reſpective 

rc» 


(20 ) 
repreſentative Figures, I were 
with a Pen and Ink to take AND 
for and, fo likewiſe of any other 
word. 

But this 7 think good to ad- 
viſe, that whoſoever defires to be 
a proficient mn this filent Lati- 
guage, ought to be able to ex- 
preſs the whole Alphabet in their 
Alphabetical Order, (laying afide 
theſe mitruttions) as abſolutely 
perfe&t betorc they pretend to 
diſcourſe, as a Boy ought well 
co make his letters, before he eſ- 
ſays to write words. 

Bur now 1: may be objected, 
if three men buy three of rhicte 
Books, and miake uſe of the 
fame Alphabcr, they muſt un- 
doudbredly alike apprehend, which 


(21) 
I grant to be truc ; but to make 
my words good, I here preſent 
the world with another Alpha. 
ber, and ſhall anon ſhew the 
pleaſure and commodity of them 
both together. 


Let he top of the four fingers 
| and the Thumb ſignific the five 


| Vowels, ac 1 ou, beginning at 
the lictle finger for a. and fo back- 
wards, as by the following figure. 


Ihe Conſenents I thus diſpoſe. 


"The ſame that (4) 1s 3 
in the other Alphaber 3 
The fame that (7) 1s C 
in the other Alphaber, C 
Joyn the 2 thumbs 
. and 2 fore-fingers, \D 
Crofsthe Wriſt with " 
the forc-finger, ; 


Put the two Fiſts? 
{G 


one upon another 


( 23) 
Draw the fore-finger 
round the hill of or 
thumb, 
The ſame that ( f) 1 + 
in the other Alphabet $ 
The forc-finger of 
the right hand laid 
within the fingers of 
the _ l, 
The ſame as'in t 
other Alphabet, MN 
The fore-tinger of 
the right hand pur be- 
rween the fore-firi 
& thumb of the 
Encompaſs the fore-? 
finger of the right | 
hand with thefore-tin- *Q 
pe and thumb of we] 


the fame that(b) is) 
in theother Alphabr jt 


——4<0D OD ao 


— 


| 4d 


P 


b 
f 


j 


Joyn 


(' 24 ) 
Joyn the 2 little fin- 
gcrs Crols wavs, es 

Lay the fore-finger 
of the right hand di 
re&t), acroſs the pal 
of ir.c Icft hand, 

T ouch the thumb 
najl, 

Pur all the fingers 0- 
verone anothet almpſtCW 
crols, ' 

Connex the knuckles X 
Pur the fore-Gnger &) | 
thumb of ha Ty 
hand to the-: fide ' of 
the left hand, ;. - a 
As in the ether wo 
phabert, 

Buc (or greater caſe £9. the 
memory I have cauſcd theſe 8 
nificative Figures 49, beſet -farre 
in thcir Alphatzxrical argder. 
they imay bear ance yerwed, It 


T 


U conſor. 


Note for (bh) and (r) let the finger be 
brought from . one end of the Line where 
it © et, to the other end thereof 


(25) 
If he inſtructions given! to 
the former Alphaber arc tightly 
underſtood, there needs none to 
this, becauſe rcafon dictates the 
fame uſe. Now 1 would: fay by 
this Alphabet» Good Morrop 
Sir, which is thus done. 

The two Fiſts UpRN G 

cach other. 

Two, fingers pur up- 

on the fore-finger of 00 

the lett hand, 

TWO thumbs and -2 


fore-fingers joyncd, \ 


N | Which being PUT together make 
\_ Which bong 


When rhe word 1s ended poine 
directly mio thc middle of the 
hand, which a@@im nt bc 
given at che end of cycry word 
again. 


D 2 | Three 


( 26 ) 
Three fingers in the 
middle ofthe hand, ©? 
Topotf the fore-fin 

2 fingers drawn ny, 

themuddle of thehand S** 
Top of the ory 

ger as before, o 
Fingers croſs ways) 

over one 

Then again the 0 

Two little fingers 6 

croſs ways, ; 

Top of the middle 

hnger, G 

Along the inſide of). 

the left hand, 

4 Then the Notation. 

hich being bore in memory 

make Good morrow Sir. 

But if it hould ſo happen that 
two perſons arc conycriing t9- 
together by the uſe of cither of 

theſe 


# 


(27) 
theſe Alphabets, and ſuſpe&t a 
third perſon to apprehend, 'ns 
but exchanging five or more 
Letters in an Alphabet. and they 
can never make Hcad or Tayl 
of it, of which intentions any 
Man may acquaint, his Friend 
by a whiſper or otherwiſe. As 
for Example, you would ſay by 
this Alphabet Sir your Servant, 
which in words at length will be 
thus. 
2 little fingers croſs ways, $ 
Top of the middle finger ij 
Along the inſide of the hand, r 
The point in the middle of 
the hand the.notation. 
Then again, Fore-finger and 
thumb to che fide of the hands 7 
Top of the fore-finger 


Top of the thumb, u + 
/ Along the middle of the hand, r 


Then the Notation, 


Again, 


ene. 


(28) 
Again,z fingers cro6 ways, 


S 
Top of the ring finger, » c 
Along the middle of the hand, r 
V 
a 
n 


= 6% >> DENG = 


[ 


Thumb Nail, 

Top of the little finger, 

2 fingers 1n the palm, 

Draw the torc-hnger dt 1 
rectly down the middle of > & 


the hand, 
Then che Notation: 


Bur now 1 will ſuppoſe that | 
you have agreed to take the / 


/ 


ww - 


Vowels as in thc other Alphaber, | 
and exchange r in this Alphaber, | 
for r in the other Alphabet, 
| which is c in this, and tor c 1n this 
Alphabet you will cake 4 in the | 
other alphabet. You muſt thus 
begin then. 
; Two lirtle fingers croſs ways S | 
Top of the middle finger i | 
Forc-fingcr ſemucircularly in | 
the palm of the hand, ; C 


— ——— — 
Ava 


_— —_—©—_ 


(29) 


Now any indifferent perſon that un- 
derſtood both Alphabets would think 
that you were about to fay fick, or ſome 
other word with more letters after the(r) 
which is\c).n this Alphabcr, or elie when 
he ſees the period at theerd of (c) in this 
Alphaber,ho to your (eli and jriend ic 
fgnifics( r)He concludes you ſpeakLatin, 
or make ſome miltake in the letters when 
the wrath is, he himſelt is in error, 

But thus exch2gging 5 or 6 letters 4n 
2n Alp!:aber, in many words they will be 
found 15 often to reiterate, that a fhand- 
er-by: tho acquainted with the method) 
ſhall apprzchend, bur in a meer miſt, les 
hin be, never ſ@ expert at its 

However, having here deſcribed 3 Al- 
phabcts, every perios is lefe to his liberty 
tro make up one for himſelf and friend 
out of the 2, that will be as priyate from 
all the world, as if they never heard of 
ſuch an invention, bur Vihink thedeſign 
here law down is now made fo plain, it 
needs not further Demonſtrations ; 

For an athrmative, point toone Eye. 
For a negative, point to the Noſe. 

But it you neither affirm nor deny, put 

one finger upen+ the Eye, and another 


upon 


al__ -” I owes s ec oe - comms WA In *®: 


(30) 


upon the Noſe, which may very well 
fgnity | don't know, or indifferent. 

And, wicreas moſt of rhe letters arc 
d-lin:ated by the Fore-finger of the 
right hand, if it happens that you are 
to expreſs rwo Letters of the ſame forr juſt 
togorher, it may be done exther by rwo 
fingers at once as double (0) double (ec) 
double(i)>r any other letter except thoſe 
that are deciphered by morethan thefore- 
finger of the right hand. or elſe ar twice, 
as beſt ſuits perticular Fancies, 

Abbreviating the words by theſe Signs 
is the ſame as with a Pen and Ink, be- 
cauſe to intimate (which) needs no more 
than the repreſentative Figures of W. 
C. H. That. 'Y. T. and fo of any 
other word, as the perſon himſelf pleaſes. 
The throwing out the hand from the 
body in way of diſcourſe, ſignifies 
and , 

I heartily wiſh all Perſons may as 
ſoon diſcern the - commodiry as the 
uſe of theſe Fruits of a few vacant 
hours. 


FINTS, 


